
1652-53] RELA TION OF 1651-32 57

suspecting that the enemy [121] were scattered in
various places, started out in order to find some of
them. They had two encounters, and fought stoutly
and resolutely, without our learning the degree of
success on the side of the Hiroquois; as for our own
people, they returned on the seventh of August, hav-
ing lost two men, and bringing back many wounded.

On the 18th of August, four inhabitants of three
Rivers, on going down a short distance below the
settlement of the French, were pursued by the Hiro-
quois, "who killed two of them, as it was reported,
and carried off the other two, to sacrifice them to
their wrath.

On the i gib, the repulse was much greater. Mon-
sieur du Plessis Kerbodot, Governor of three Rivers,
taking with him forty or fifty Frenchmen and ten or
twelve Savages, had them embark in shallops to give
chase to the enemy, to recover, if possible, the pris-
oners and the cattle belonging to the French, which,
it was believed, had been carried away. After sail-
ing to a distance of about two leagues above the
Fort, he perceived the enemy in the undergrowth at
the edge of the woods, and landed in a place that
was full of mud and very disadvantageous. Some
one pointed out to him the advantage [122] of the
enemy, who had the forest for shelter. He went for-
ward, advancing headlong; but his ardor made him
lose his life, as well as those of fifteen Frenchmen.
During- this engagement some Hiroquois, detached
from their main body, slew a poor Huron and his
wife who were at work in their own field, not far
from the French settlements. God, who balances
victories and confines them within limits, showed in
this disaster that it was his will to preserve us; for,


